body but to the plant. This covering is
formed by the insect’s ability to secrete
a waxy substance in combination with
molted skins.

Armored scale comes in many colors
and varies in shape from circular to tear-
drop. The males are smaller and more
elongated than the females in the im-
mature stage. Examples of armored scale
include oystershell scale, tea scale, false
oleander, cycad aulacaspis scale and white
magnolia scale.

Soft scale. The females are elongated, 2
to 6 millimeters, oval and sometimes flat-
tened with awaxy covering that is attached
tightly to the insect’s body, not the plant.
The antennae, legs and mouthparts are

mold that grows on the
leaf’s surface.

Some examples of soft
scale are brown soft scale,
hemispherical scale, green
scale and Indian wax scale.

Biology Basics

Armored scale. The female keeps her

eggs under her scale covering for protec-
tion until the immatures hatch. Once they
emerge, the crawlers, as they're called, are
about the size of a pinhead.

This is the only life stage where the
female is motile. They get their name be-
cause they crawl to new growth to settle.
Once a location is selected, the female

what kind of scale
is pictured here?
(From top, clock-
wise) The answer:
cycad aulacaspis
scale, long tail
mealybugs and
soft scale,

attaches to the plant, losing her legs in
the first molting. She will remain sessile
for the rest of her life. The males are a bit
more mobile than the females, feeding
on plants when immature, and as adults,
sometimes developing wings to look simi-
lar to gnats. The wings allow them to fly
to sessile females to mate.

continued on page 53
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