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with foliage plants. Putting up shade cloth

can be a simple solution. Also, don't put high
light plants in the shade long term. It can cause
bloom drop and open the door to other issues.

Weeds, weeds, weeds — they don’t belong in a
garden center. Not only are they aesthetically un-
pleasing but they can harbor pest insects. Some
pests, like whitefly, can actually spend part of
their life cycle on weeds and as adults move onto
your sellable plants.

Clean Up!

Have you looked under your benches lately?
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customers from knowing there is a problem.
When selecting an insecticide, pick one that has
a low REI (reentry interval), allowing plants to
get back to the sales area quickly. Most soaps
and oils have short REI, four to 12 hours. Some
of the newer organic products have a zero REI,
making them convenient with less impact on
your beneficials.

And sometimes, it’s just time to throw the
plants away. You have to assess the value of
the plants and ask yourself: “Are they worth
the price of treating or worth the risk of
spreading a problem?”
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