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The information you need to start using these

biological controls is simple (and right here)

ave you noticed how often old
trends find a way of coming back
around? One of those trends in pest
management is binlogical control.

Long before the advent of synthetic pesticides,
farmers relied on our friends, the beneficial
insects. One component of biological control
(although not an insect) is beneficial nematodes,
sometimes called entomopathogenic nema-
todes, Since the 17th century, nematodes have
been known to parasitize insects,

In 1929, researchers Glaser and Fox identified
and reared nematodes to potentially control
Japanese beetle grubs. One would think this
would have set off an era of biological control, but
with the development of more economical chem-
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Beneficial nematodes attack and
destroy black vine weevil larvae.

ical insecticides, this research was put on hold.
But starting with the rise of environmental

concerns in the 1960s, people’s attention

turned back to biological-control agents.

Nematodes defined

Mematodes are the most numerous multicel-
lular animals on earth. In fact, there are thou-
sands of individual nematodes in every single
handful of garden soil. These animals are micro-
scopic, nonsegmented worms that can be free
living, predaceous or parasitic,

Species range from good to bad to indifferent.
The bad nematodes can parasitize plant roots,
cause foliar damage or even be parasites of
mammals. The plant parasitic nematodes can be
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