et’s face it ... insects are not the most

L popular kids on the block. Why is

this? It seems most people have a built-in
dislike for them.

There are reasons for this. Take, for

example, mosquitoes worldwide - mos-

quito-borne diseases kill more people

than any other single factor. But, out of

the 800,000 to 1 million species of insects
that have been described so far, not more
than 1,000 (about %o of 1 percent) can be
regarded as serious pests, and less than
10,000 (about 1 percent) are occasional
pests, according to research conducted by
North Carolina State University.

So, how do you reassure your clients that

beneficial insects are safe? Educate vourself

before you talk to or meet with them.

Client Concerns
Some common questions your clients
might ask about releasing benefi-

cial insects are:

e Do they carry diseases?
No, not human path-
ogens at least. Some pest
insects, such as fungus
gnats, can carry plant
pathogens.
® Do they bite?
In all the years I have
worked with beneficial insects,
I have only been bitten once. I was

playing with a lacewing
larva and it was walking
on my hand and bit
me. It made a little
itchy spot, but I was
fine. Now, you don’t
want to release Orius
(minute pirate bug),
they can bite, well,
poke is more like it.
Their mouthparts are like
straws, and they poke them
into other insects to feed on them.

Also, they need pollen as part of their diet.

Frequent Fliers?

First of all, predatory mites dont fly
because they don’t have wings (they are not
insects). Same thing goes for beneficial
nematodes, they don’t have wings. They are
applied to the soil, so once applied you

never see them again.
Now, some beneficial insects
can fly. Take lacewings, for
example - as adults they
have wings. That is why,
when working on the inte-
rior, it is best to use eggs or
larvae. Don’t buyv adults.
The eggs will hatch into the
larvae in a few days and feed
on all kinds of insect pests.
An interesting occurrence is when it’s

Tales from the crypt
Left, the “crypts” larvae,
or mealybug destroyers,
feed on most mealybug
species, scale crawlers
and other soft-bodied
insects.

time for them to become
adults ... they don't.
Interiorscape environmental
conditions aren’t right for them to
mature, not to say they can’t, it’s just rare.
The mealybug destroyer (Cryptolaemis
montrouzieri) is another insect that can
fly. The good thing is they are small, black
beetles with orange heads, so they don’t
stick out. They don’t fly around too
much, either. If they have a food source,
they will stay, feed and reproduce. They
like to feed on most mealybug species,
scale crawlers and other soft-bodied
insects. 1 always call them “crypts” or
mealybug destroyers, not ladybugs.
These days, there is a lot of ill will
toward ladybugs because of the invasive
species Harmonia axyridis, the multicol-
ored Asian ladybird beetle. They are not
native to the United States but have
become established here. In their native
countries, these beetles overwinter on
continued on page 57
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