ment of the aphids, the black mold will
not have sugars to feed on, and it simply
can be washed off the plant. There is no
need for a fungicidal treatment.

Another problem that aphids can
cause is the vectoring, or spreading, of
plant viruses within a crop. They do this
by feeding on one crop and pick up the
pathogen, then moving to a new plant
and infecting it while they feed. This
occurrence typically is more of an agri-
cultural and greenhouse problem than
anursery one.

Aphid colonies are made up of mostly
parthogenetic females, which can repro-
duce without mating and give birth to live
offspring. The newly born, wingless
aphids are clones of their mothers. These
aphids will feed, and they molt four times
before becoming adults. When they molt,
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them. Over time, as populations grow on a
plant and start to get crowded, some
aphids will develop wings on the final
molt and fly to new plants to start new
colonies. Another reason aphids may
develop wings could be in response to
sensing chemical cues from one of their
natural predators, ladybug larvae. Chemi-
cal tracks left behind by a ladybug larva’s
feet can trigger aphids to become more
mobile. Wings allow them to escape these
predators. Winged aphids are called alates.

One nice aspect of aphids is they have a
lot of natural enemies. Ladybugs, lace-
wings, fly larvae, wasps, true bugs and
many others love to feed on these soft-
bodied insects. Tiny, parasitic wasps are
among the most commonly occurring
beneficials for controlling aphids — and
often are misidentified. The adult female

This aphid mummy exhibits a hole
where an aphid parasite chewed
through to exit.

wasp is not much larger than an aphid,
and it has clear wings. Once she finds her
prey, she deposits an egg inside of the
prey’s body. Then the egg hatches, and the
wasp larva eats the aphid from the inside
out, starting with the nonessential parts.
After approximately seven days, the aphid
begins to swell and turn brown. This is
called an aphid mummy. Approximately
four days after that, the wasp inside the
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