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ferent plants. Genetic engineering could lead
to the development of landscape plants with
novel ornamental traits. Scientists may be
able to develop woody and herbaceous plants
with flower colors and growth habits that
would be near impossible to achieve with tra-
ditional breeding.

Sticky subject

GMOs are controversial, and they stir up
many opinions and emotions among the public.
Some countries have banned imports of engi-
neered plants unless they are on a pre-approved

list. Since 1997, the European Union has required
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the Flavr Savr

In 1994 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
declared Flavr Savr tomato safe for consumption
and production. It was the first genetically modified
food item directly marketed fo consumers.

This controversial product was developed by
Calgene, which has since been bought out by
Monsanto Co. Flavr Savr was engineered for better
flavor and so that its fruit would stay firmer longer.

In 1997 the product was pulled from the market
due to shipping and production problems. Today,
no GMO tomatoes are on the U.S. market.









